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Venice  
United Church of Christ 
620 Shamrock Boulevard 
Venice, FL  34293 

Telephone:  (941) 493-6741 

Fax:  (941) 497-3157 

Email: veniceucc@gmail.com 
  Website:  veniceucc.org 

Office Hours: All Year 
Monday-Friday  

9am - 12pm & 1pm-4pm  

Regular Sunday Schedule: 
Worship:  10:00 am 

Fellowship Hour:   11:00 am 

Library Hours: 
 During regular office hours 
and Sunday morning 
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ñNever place a period where God has placed a comma.òðGracie Allen 
ñGod is Still Speakingé.ò  

ñNo matter who you are; no matter where you are on lifeôs journey, you are welcome here.ò 

 

 

Hope ~ Peace ~ Joy ~ Love  

 

The Good News of God is upon us in a special way during this time  
of Advent and Christmas. We are invited by God into newness that is 
unlike anything else in our lives. Our daily lives are affected, as well  
as how we interact in our families, in our churches, and in our  
communities. If we let it, Godôs Good News can profoundly affect us  
at the very core of our being deep within our souls.  
 
The Nativity of Christ is not a mere do-over on the part of God to bring 
Christ to the world, much the same as a well-worn re-run of an old, old 
story. Nor is this an annual attempt of our persevering God to keep 
bringing the Gospel of Christ to us again and again until we finally get  
it right.  
 
Indeed, Christ is Godôs gift of newness, fully and faithfully, and we are 
invited to receive Christ with new lives, in a new way, as never before. 
Christ brings to life our deepest yearnings for Hope ~ Peace ~ Joy ~ 
and Love. Jesus brings all this with holy authority. It is really up to us to 
receive Godôs gift with genuine thanksgiving and boldness.  
 
We are all well aware that it takes courage to be new in our behaviors, 
our relationships, and in the way we choose to live our lives.  
Fortunately, God knows this about us. So, God gives us a gift of self in 
a holy child, surrounded by love in a troubled world. As such, we are 
invited to welcome Godôs gift in Christ as holy children surrounded by 
love in a troubled world. Let us sing, and dance, and give gifts that are 
meaningful, sharing our lives in a celebration of Godôs love.  
 
As we participate in the traditions of the season, I pray that we will find 
meaning in our observances and not let our traditions get in the way of 
bringing new life in Christ. In your relationships and in all your activities 
may you find  Hope ~ Peace ~ Joy ~ and Love like never before. 
 

                                                         For myself and our entire staff,  
                                                         Merry Christmas 
                                                          Rev. Don  
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        Tidings 



 

 

 

  Squeaky,                       
  Your Church Mouse  
 
 

Squeaky here. I stood in front of Rev. Keranôs computer screen to prepare my message for the  
December issue of the Tidings. My belly is still full of that wonderful Thanksgiving meal we had  
for our first Tuesday Night Dinner. The good news is that Christmas is just around the corner! 
 
Christmas is my favorite time because the greatest gift of all is given to each of us. (See, I do listen in 
church even if you cannot see me, I am there under a pew or in the choir loft.) God gives us the gift of 
love in Jesus. I really like Jesus, for I have learned about kindness and loving my neighborðall my 
neighbors!  
 
Unfortunately, our country no longer welcomes the stranger! I guess if Jesus were seeking asylum  
in the U.S., he would be turned away. He would not even find a manger for his head.  It saddens me  
to know that some would like all their neighbors to be just like they are. 
 
Thankfully, Venice United Church of Christ still welcomes all who come to our doors. We are busy  
loving our neighbors in so many ways. The Holiday Basket Ministry and The Back-Pack Ministry are 
two examples of that love. The Angel Tree ministry provide gifts for children including clothes. These 
are just three of the 50 plus ministries at VUCC! 
 
VUCC has another ministry involved in loving our neighbors. It is called Stephen Ministry. It is really 
cool because it provides someone to walk through dark or troubling times with anyone who needs it. I 
was hiding under the sofa in the Parlor when the ministry had its last meeting. It is so cool that I wanted 
to run out from under the sofa and applaud. If you ever need someone to listen to you, someone to  
hold your hand, someone to pray with you, someone to share your burdens, all you have to do is tell 
Rev. Don or Rev. Keran and they will contact the Stephen Minister Leader. 
 
I thank God every day for my church home (quite literally) that models the love that Jesus taught us. 
So, this Christmas I pledge to give as much love as I can muster to my friends and family and  
neighbors. If ever there were a time to love one another, it is now when our world needs it so  
desperately. Wonôt you join me in spreading around as much love as possible? 
 
 

For you Rev. Paul, wherever you are! 

Womenõs Advent by Candlelight 

  December 2nd         

6:00 pm 



 

 

 

Tidings Deadline for 
 January 2019 Issue: 
Thursday, December 13 

 

 
Bridge Anyone? 

  
The Fun Fellowship Bridge Group  

is now playing  
Monday evenings at 7 p.m.  
in the church parlor.  

Sign up is from week to week.  
  

Call Ron or Sherry Howe  
at 244-0077  

 

Join in the fun! 

 

 

 
VUCC Family Night Dinner 
Tuesday, December 11, 2018  

 6:00 PM  
 

   
  

$10 for adults - $65under 12 years. 
Please bring your own place settings  
and donôt forget your tickets 

 
VUCC Men's Fellowship Breakfast  

Saturday, December 22nd 
at 8:30 AM in Naar Hall. 

  

Come for good food and fellowship.  
Bring a friend or relative.  

    No charge - freewill offering. 
  Sign up in Naar Hall  
following worship. 

  

Hope to see you there! 

 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service  

Monday,  

December 24, 2018  

7:00 pm  

 

Please arrive no later than 

6:45 for a Christmas Carol 

Sing led by the choir.  

 

Blue Christmas  

Service  

Tuesday,  

December 18, 2018   

7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  

December 1st  

9:00 am  



 

 

 

December 
Fellowship Hour 

 

Coordinator: 
Barbara Zittel 

 

Helpers: 
Art & Kate Borduas 

Gayle Rainville 
Jan Colby 

Scott & Linda Mellen 
Faye Graham 

Mike & Sandy Andert 
 

 

 

February 
Fellowship Hour 

 

Coordinator: 
Jim & Marcia Murphy 

Helpers: 
Wally & Gayle Davis 

Janet Beardsley 
Barbara Pool 

John & Gail Densler 
Craig & Sharon Traver 

 

January  
Fellowship Hour 

 
Coordinator: 

John & Marilyn Schwab 
 

Helpers: 
Fred & Nancy Simmons 

Mark McKinley 
Ashton & Nina Calback 

Jackie McCourtney 
Jim & Wanda Mink 

 

We are again publishing the Fellowship Hour teams for the next three months so that 

everybody has a bit more warning. If you are a Coordinator and you are unable to serve 

in the month for which you're listed, please call Pam in the office or Liz Sharpe. If you 

are a team member, please call your Coordinator if you are unable to serve.  

Additional helpers will never be turned away!  

 

 

December Flowers 
No one has signed up  this month. 

 

December 2 
open 

December 9 
open 

December 16 
open 

December 23 
open 

December 30 
open 

 

A Sincere Thank You  
to  

Coordinator: 
Andy & Kausie White  

 

And all of the helpers  
on the November 
Fellowship team: 

Ron & Sherry Howe 
Garland Reedy 

Penny Nuttleman 
Diane Kimball 

 

 

South County Food Pantry 
The needs in our community are tremendous and all donations are truly appreciated. 
Please remember that your donations need to be unopened non-perishables.  

Thank you!  

 

December Ushers 
Head Usher: 

Mark McKinley 
 

Dottie Wilkinson 
Joy Klapp 

Dee Rogers 
Sarah Mueller 

Victoria Augustine 
Rich Roehr 


